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understand that there were ambitions which Carson might
entertain, both for the good of himself and his country,
beyond the Irish County Court Bench, no doubt in its way a
very admirable institution. Little by little the views of the
"provincial Irish lawyer" began to develop and take
wing ; he began to see that across St. George's Channel
there was a field at Westminster, and perhaps another in the
Temple, where the talents which he must have known were
quickening within him, and leaving John Ross, James
Campbell, Seymour Bushe, and all the other Trinity stars
far behind, would find even greater scope than in the
execution of the Crimes Act.
Yet the task of counsel engaged for the Crown under the
Act was exacting enough ; not only was the work extremely
dangerous, and of great State importance, but it called for
no ordinary ability. It would be worse than useless for Dublin
Castle to " proclaim " a district unless convictions could be
obtained in proper cases: it was the one aim of the Nation-
alist leaders to render such " proclamations " a mockery
by defeating the Crown in the Courts. Crown counsel could
not afford to fear death; his eyes and his mind had always to
be on the alert, and, in addition, it was essential for him to
be a fine lawyer. The ordinary practitioner, with a keen
mind for cross-examination and a gift for the gab, who can
do well without learning in the criminal Courts, was not
good enough here : the difficult duty of challenging when the
juries were empanelled has already been mentioned ; and
counsel were beset by many kinds of minor conspiracy at
the very outset. Sometimes a number of prisoners would be
in the dock together ; these people would rarely give their
names, and as soon as a police officer had identified one by
name, and his eyes were turned away, another man would
take his place wearing his coat and muffler. The depositions
were frequently stolen. After it was all over for him, Carson
was once asked whether he had at times been afraid for his
life. " No," replied Carson, " but I was in constant dread
that my depositions would be stolen." Also there was an
appeal, by way of re-hearing under the Act, to the County
Court Judge ; and from him an appeal by certiorari to